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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  The  Hiraethog 


Rural  District  Council 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  the  Annual  Report  on  the  health 
of  the  Rural  District  for  the  year  1955. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  and  I would  like  to  thank  the  members  of  the 
Council  and  various  Committees  for  their  co-operation  and  assistance  during 
the  year,  and  we  would  thank  the  other  officials  and  members  of  the  staff 
for  the  assistance  they  have  given  us  at  all  times. 

Yours  faithfully, 

M.  JONES  ROBERTS. 

The  Chairmen  of  the  Council  and  Committee  during  the  year  were  : — 
Chairman  of  the  Council — 

January — May,  1955  : W.  D.  Owen,  Esq.,  J.P. 

June — December,  1955  : H.  R.  Jackson  Esq.,  J.P. 

Chairman  of  the  General  Purposes  Committee — 

January — May,  1955  : R.  D.  Roberts,  Esq. 

June — December,  1955  : David  Jones,  Esq. 

Chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee — 

January — May,  1955  : H.  R.  Jackson,  Esq.  J.P. 

June — December,  1955  : David  Jones,  Esq. 

GENERAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  RURAL  DISTRICT 


Area  of  District 93,079 

Registrar  General's  estimated  population  (mid  1955)  5,120 

Number  of  inhabited  houses 1,664 

Rateable  Value £41,560 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate £160 


POPULATION  : 

The  estimated  population  for  1955  is  5,120  compared  with  5,155  in 
1954,  a decrease  of  35. 


o 


DEATHS : 


♦ 


Comparability  Factor ...  0.86 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  during  1955  was  70  (44  Males  and 
26  Females),  compared  with  64  (33  Males  and  31  Females)  deaths  registered 
in  1954. 

England  and 


Wales 

1955  1954  1955 

Crude  death  rate  (per  1,000  population)  11.7  12.45  13.67 

Corrected  death  rate  (per  1 000  population)  ...  — 10.71  11.75 

Still-birth  rate 23.1  0.19  0.58 

Maternal  mortality  rate 0.64  NIL  NIL 

Infant  mortality  rate  (per  1,000  live  births)  24.9  48.19  15.38 


The  causes  of  death  are  shown  in  the  following  table  with  the  number 
of  deaths  for  1954  shown  for  comparison  : — 


Poliomyelitis 

Tuberculosis — Respiratory 

Tuberculosis — Other 

Syphilitic  Diseases 

Diphtheria 

Whooping  Cough 

Meningococcal  Infections 

Measles 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases 

Malignant  Diseases — 

Stomach 

Lungs,  etc 

Breast 

Uterus 

Other 


1954  1955 

Total  Total  Males  Females 


6 


6 


1 — 1 

7 4 3 

11  — 
1—1 

7 2 5 


Total  Cancer  Deaths 12  16 

Leukaemia — — 

Diabetes — 1 

Vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system 17  9 

Coronary  Diseases  9 4 

Hypertension  with  heart  diseases — 2 

Other  heart  diseases 9 13 

Other  circulatory  diseases 4 4 

Influenza  — — 

Pneumonia 2 4 

Bronchitis 1 3 

Other  respiratory  diseases 1 1 

Ulcer  of  stomach,  etc 1 — 

Gastritis,  diarrhoea,  etc.  — — 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis — — 

Prostatic  Hyperplasis — 1 

Maternal  causes — — 

Congenital  malformations 2 — 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  4 5 

Motor  vehicle  accidents — 1 

All  other  accidents — 1 

Suicide 1 4 

Homicide — — 


7 9 

- 1 

8 1 

3 1 

2 — 

8 5 

1 3 

4 — 

2 1 

- 1 


1 


3 2 

1 — 

1 — 

3 1 


ALL  CAUSES  64  70  44  26 


3 


The  deaths  occurred  in  the  following  age  groups  : — 


Under  1 year 

1-10  years 

10-20  years 

20-30  years 

30-40  years 

40-50  years 

50-60  years 

60-70  years 

70-80  years  ...  

80-90  years 

90  years  and  over 

Total 


1 (Male). 

NIL. 

2 (Males) . 

NIL. 

3 (1  Male  and  2 Females) . 

4 (2  Males  and  2 Females) . 

10  (6  Males  and  4 Females). 

15  (9  Males  and  6 Females). 

17  (12  Males  and  5 Females). 

16  (11  Males  and  5 Females) . 

2 (Females). 

70-  (44  Males  and  26  Females) . 


Seventy  deaths  occurred  in  1955  compared  with  sixty-four  in  1954.  Of 
these,  fifty  occurred  in  persons  aged  60  years  and  over. 

The  death  rate  is  11.75  compared  with  10.71  in  1954  and  11.7  for 
England  and  Wales  in  1955. 

There  were  sixteen  deaths  from  cancer  compared  with  twelve  in  1954, 
one  of  these  being  cancer  of  the  lung. 

The  deaths  caused  by  diseases  of  the  heart  and  vascular  system 
amounted  to  thirty-two  compared  with  thirty -nine  the  previous  year. 

There  were  four  deaths  from  pneumonia,  but  none  from  any  other 
infectious  diseases  (including  tuberculosis). 

One  accidental  death  was  due  to  a fractured  neck  consequent  on  a fall, 
whiLst  one  other  was  due  to  a vehicle  accident.  There  were  four  suicidal 
deaths. 


MATERNAL  MORTALITY  : 

There  were  no  deaths  due  to  causes  associated  with  pregnancy  and 
childbirth,  thus  giving  a maternal  mortality  rate  of  NIL. 

INFANT  DEATHS  : 

The  infant  mortality  rate  has  decreased  from  48.19  in  1954  to  15.38 
during  1955,  compared  with  24.9  for  England  and  Wales.  The  actual 
number  of  deaths  was  one  compared  with  four  in  1954. 

This  death  occurred  in  a baby  aged  three  weeks  who  died  in  hospital 
due  to  bi-lateral  broncho  pneumonia. 

STILL-BIRTHS  : 

The  still-birth  rate  is  0.58  compared  with  0.19  in  1954,  and  23.1  in 
England  and  Wales. 

The  number  of  still-births  was  three  compared  with  one  during  the 
previous  year. 

This  gives  a total  loss  of  four  infant  lives. 


BIRTHS  : 


Comparability  Factor 1.16 

The  number  of  births  relating  to  residents  in  the  district  was  65  (36 
Males  and  29  Females) , compared  with  83  births  (39  Males  and  44  Females) 
registered  in  1954. 


These  births  were  classified  as  follows  : — 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

36 

28 

62 

Illegitimate 

1 

3 

Total  . 

36 

England  and 
Wales 

29 

65 

1955 

1954 

1955 

Crude  birth  rate  (per  1,000  population)  ... 

...  15.0 

16.15 

12.68 

Corrected  birth  rate  (per  1,000  population) 

— 

18.73 

14.70 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  : 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases 
notified  during  1955  arranged  in  the  various  age  groups.  The  number  of 
cases  notified  during  1954  is  given  in  the  first  column  for  comparison  : — 


Notifiable  Disease 

1954  TOTAL 

1955  TOTAL  [ 

At  Ages 

Number  admitted 
to  Hospital 

Under  1 year 

1 — 5 years 

6 — 15  years 

26 — 45  years 

46 — 65  years 

65  years  and 
over 

Ages  unknown 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

9 

1 

1 

6 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough  Observation 

1 

Measles  

— 

115 

— 

43 

69 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Dysentry 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  

6 

3 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

Non-pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ... 

1 

Total  

9 

129 1 

1 

45 

75 

1 

4 

— 

2 

1 

— 

The  total  number  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases  (including  tuberculosis) 
notified  during  the  year  was  129  compared  with  9 cases  notified  during 
1954.  The  reason  for  this  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  was  due  to  115 
cases  of  measles  notified  during  an  epidemic  which  began  in  July  and  went 
on  until  the  end  of  the  year.  Forty-three  cases  occurred  between  the  ages 
of  1-5  years  and  sixty -nine  cases  between  6-15  years. 

One  case  of  scarlet  fever  was  notified,  the  child  attending  a Llanrwst 
school  where  four  other  children  had  suffered  from  scarlet  fever. 

There  were  9 cases  of  whooping  cough  notified  during  1955,  whereas 
there  were  none  notified  in  1954. 

Investigations  were  carried  out  in  respect  of  the  case  of  dysentry,  but 
the  source  of  infection  was  not  found  and  no  further  cases  were  notified. 
There  was  one  case  notified  in  an  adjoining  area,  but  there  was  no  connec- 
tion between  the  two  cases. 
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^ No  cases  of  poliomyelitis,  suspected  or  otherwise,  were  notified  during 
the  year. 

Three  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  notified,  compared  with 
six  cases  the  previous  year.  There  were  no  notified  cases  of  non-pulmonary 
tuberculosis. 

Seven  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  removed  from  the  register  during  the 
year,  three  patients  having  recovered,  two  died,  and  two  left  to  reside  in 
another  district. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  patients  on  the  tuberculosis 
register  at  the  beginning  and  at  the  end  of  1955  : — 

Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary 


Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Number  on  register 

on  Jan.  1,  1955  16 

13 

2 

2 

Number  on  register 

on  Dec.  31,  1955  13 

16 

2 

2 

Two  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  admitted  to  hospitals  or  sanatoria  during 
the  year,  but  no  cases  were  discharged. 


The  following  table  indicates  the  number  of  inspections  and  visits 
carried  out  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  in  regard  to  infectious  disease  and 


kindred  matters  : — 

No.  visits  re  infectious  disease 31 

No.  visits  re  Tuberculosis 19 

No.  rooms  fumigated  and  disinfected 8 

No.  cases  where  bedding  removed  for  stoving  3 

No.  infectious  cases  removed  to  hospital 5 

No.  cases  disinfectant  issued 11 


Cases  necessitating  removal  to  hospitals  are  usually  sent  to  Colwyn 
Bay,  Groesynyd  or  Wrexham  Hospitals.  The  stoving  of  bedding  and 
other  materials  is  also  undertaken  at  these  hospitals,  but  the  Council’s  own 
transport  has  to  be  untilised  except  in  the  case  of  Groesynyd.  This  latter 
facility  is  likely  to  be  withdrawn  in  1956,  as  this  Isolation  Hospital  is  to  be 
transferred  in  it's  usage  to  that  of  a convalescent  wing  of  Llandudno 
General  Hospital.  This  change  appears  to  have  been  proposed  and  largely 
gone  un-noticed  by  the  general  public  ; surely  it  is  a sign  of  some  relief  if 
not  jubiliation  that  Public  Health  Measures  are  gradually  gaining  the  upper 
hand  against  infection. 


WELSH  REGIONAL  HOSPITAL  BOARD— MASS  RADIOGRAPHY  SERVICE 

Details  of  Mass  Radiographic  Survey  carried  out  amongst  the  General 
Population  and  Schoolchildren  at  Llanrwst  in  June,  1955. 
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Total  number  examined  

Number  found  to  be  abnormal 

Classification  of  abnormal  cases 
(a)  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

(b)  Requiring  further 

observation 

(c)  Other  abnormalities  of 
the  chest 

TABLE  “ B.”  DETAILS  OF  ABNORMALITIES  FOUND. 
GENERAL  POPULATION  AND  SCHOOLCHILDREN. 


General  Population 

(including  schoolchildren)  Schoolchildren  only 

3 

C/3 

<D 

C/3 

<V 

15 

15 

C/5 

JL 

C/5 

JV 

13 

o 

13 

B 

o 

13 

E 

H 

§ 

H 

S 

<D 

Requiring  further  observation  for  tuber- 

culosis  

4 

i 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Bony  Abnormality — Congenital 

9 

3 

6 

3 

— 

3 

Bony  Abnormality — Acquired 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Bronchiectasis 

3 

3 

— 

2 

2 

— 

Pulmonary  Fibrosis  (non-tuberculous)  

15 

10 

5 

— 

— 

Peural  Thickening  (non-tuberculous)  

7 

6 

1 

1 

1 

— 

Pneumoconiosis  ...  

7 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Abnormality  of  diaphragm  and  oesophagus 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Abnormality  of  heart  and  vessels  (con- 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

genital)  

Abnormality  of  heart  and  vessels  (acquired) 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Healed  Post  Primary  P.T 

10 

3 

7 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

60 

35 

25 

7 

4 

3 

PREVENTION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


DIPTHERIA  AND  WHOOPING  COUGH  : 

Again  there  were  no  cases  of  diptheria  notified  during  the  year,  which 
shows  that  immunisation  against  disease  is  most  effective.  The  fact  that 
there  are  so  few  cases  of  whooping  cough  also  shows  that  immunisation 
against  it  is  satisfactory.  It  is  hoped  that  whooping  cough  will  eventually 
disappear  from  the  community,  but  this  will  depend  on  the  immunisation 
state  of  the  child  population. 

The  diphtheria  and  whooping  cough  inoculations  are  given  together  in 
one  injection  and  three  of  these  injections  are  given  at  monthly  intervals. 
In  the  past,  the  first  injection  was  given  at  the  age  of  six  months,  but  in 
future  the  injections  will  be  given  at  the  ages  of  three,  four,  and  five 
months.  The  reason  for  this  is  that  babies  are  liable  to  get  whooping 
cough  when  they  are  very  young  and  the  damage  done  to  their  lungs  may 
be  serious  at  this  stage.  A booster  injection  is  given  as  soon  as  possible 
after  the  child  begins  school.  From  January,  1956,  this  first  booster  injec- 
tion is  to  be  a combined  one  against  both  diseases.  The  booster  injection 
given  when  the  child  is  aged  ten  years  will  from  January,  1956,  be  given 
at  eight  years  of  age. 

It  is  most  important  that  parents  should  make  certain  that  their 
children  do  not  miss  these  injections.  They  can  be  given  by  the  child's 
own  doctor,  at  the  Clinic  or  at  the  School. 


The  number  of  chidren  immunised  during  1955  was  as  follows  : — 

Combined 

Whooping  Diphtheria  Whooping  Cough 

Cough  only  and  Diphtheria  Booster 


Under  5 years — 1 35  51 

Over  5 years — 1 1 — 


SMALLPOX  : 


I have,  time  and  again,  stressed  the  importance  of  vaccination  against 
smallpox,  as  this  is  most  essential.  Vaccination  has  been  carried  out  at 
the  Clinics  when  babies  are  aged  three  months.  Due  to  the  fact  that 
immunisation  against  diptheria  and  whooping  cough  is  going  to  be  carried 
out  at  an  earlier  age,  babies  will  be  vaccinated  at  the  Clinic  when  they  are 
eight  weks  old. 

Vaccination  can  be  given  by  the  child’s  own  doctor  or  at  the  Clinic. 

The  number  of  vaccinations  carried  out  during  the  year  was  as  follows  : 


Number  given  primary  vaccination 37 

Number  re-vaccinated  2 


TUBERCULOSIS  : 

All  notified  cases  of  tuberculosis  are  followed  up  by  the  Tuberculosis 
Health  Visitor  who  sends  a report  on  the  housing  conditions  to  me.  Any 
defects  found  are  followed  up  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  myself  and  if, 
in  my  opinion,  the  family  should  be  re-housed,  a letter  is  sent  to  the 
Housing  Committee. 

Contacts  are  followed  up  and  arrangements  are  made  for  them  to  be 
examined  by  the  Chest  Physician,  for  X-ray,  and  for  vaccination  by  B.C.G. 
when  necessary. 

Arrangements  for  mass  vaccination  of  infants  and  school-children  has 
not  yet  been  carried  out  by  the  County  Health  Service. 


GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN 
THE  RURAL  DISTRICT 

LABORATORY  SERVICE  : 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Conway  is  under  the  direction  of 
Dr.  Kingsley  Smith.  Samples  of  water,  milk  and  ice-cream  are  sent  there 
for  bacteriological  examination.  Various  other  types  of  bacteriological 
eaxminations  are  carried  out  to  aid  in  the  diagnosis  of  illness,  e.g.,  food 
poisoning,  scarlet  fever  meningitis,  etc. 


AMBULANCE  SERVICE  : 

This  service  is  controlled  by  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

There  are  four  ambulance  stations  in  the  Western  No.  2 Health  Area, 
situated  at  Denbigh,  Ruthin,  Llanrwst  and  Cerrig-y-Drudion,  with  one 
ambulance  at  each  station.  The  ambulance  station  at  Llangernyw  ceased 
on  31/3/55. 

Each  station  is  manned  by  voluntary  personnel.  To  supplement  the 
ambulances,  use  is  made  of  voluntary  drivers  of  the  W.V.S.  Hospital  Car 
Service  and  local  taxi  proprietors,  for  the  conveyance  of  sitting  cases. 
Ambulances  for  the  conveyance  of  infectious  cases  are  sent  from  the 
hospitals  concerned  at  Wrexham  and  Colwyn  Bay. 
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The  following  is  given  for  the  information  of  the  Council  and  the 
numbers  refer  to  cases  conveyed  by  the  various  ambulances  and  the 
mileage  for  the  year  : — 


No.  of  Cases 

Total 

Name  of  Ambulance  Area  Served 

Conveyed 

Mileage 

Cerrigydrudion 

Upper  Hiraethog 

85 

3,407 

Denbigh 

Denbigh  Borough 
Parts  of  Aled  R.D. 

459 

8,070 

and  Ruthin  R.D. 

Llangemyw 

Llangernyw,  Gwytherin, 
Pandy  Tudur  and  part 
of  Eglwysbach 

4 

164 

Llanrwst 

Llanrwst  and  district 

160 

5,245 

Ruthin 

Ruthin  Borough  and 
Ruthin  R.D. 

413 

11,899 

CASES 

CONVEYED  BY  SITTING-CASE  CARS 

No.  of 

No.  of 

Journeys 

Cases 

Mileage 

1955— 

January  ... 

165 

443 

7,157 

February  . 

132 

375 

6,386 

March  ...  . 

200 

544 

8,565 

April 

174 

446 

8,199 

May 

202 

541 

8,919 

June 

204 

614 

8 997 

July 

200 

587 

8,804 

August  ... 

216 

658 

9,973 

September 

184 

498 

9,198 

October  ... 

185 

507 

7,586 

November 

199 

629 

8,386 

December 

194 

562 

7,313 

Totals 2,255 

6,404 

99,483 

MENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  : 

This  service  is  under  the  supervision  of  the  County  Medical  Officer  of 
Health. 


ORTHOPAEDIC  CLINICS  : 

Patients  attend  the  most  convenient  clinic.  These  are  held  at  Colwyn 
Bay  Rhyl  and  Cor  wen,  and  also  at  hospitals  at  Colwyn  Bay,  Rhyl  and 
Llandudno. 

The  clinic  at  Colwyn  Bay  is  held  on  alternate  Thursdays  with  the 
Surgeons  from  Oswestry  Orthopaedic  Hospital  attending  once  every  three 
months.  The  Corwen  Clinic  is  held  every  second  and  fourth  Tuesday  each 
month  with  the  Surgeons  from  Oswestry  attending  every  three  months. 

The  Orthopaedic  Clinic  held  at  Llanrwst  was  closed  during  the  year 
owing  to  the  poor  heating  arrangements  at  the  Church  Hall  where  the 
Clinic  was  held.  It  is  hoped  that  this  Clinic  will  be  re-opened  in  the  near 
future  at  the  Drill  Hall,  Llanrwst. 
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VENEREAL  DISEASES  CLINICS  : 


f 

These  Clinics  are  held  in  hospitals  at  Llandudno,  Chester,  Wrexham 
and  Bangor. 

TUBERCULOSIS  CLINICS  : 

Patients  usually  attend  the  Chest  Clinics  held  weekly  at  Llandudno 
and  Rhyl. 

ANTE-NATAL  CLINICS  : 

This  Clinic  is  held  at  the  County  Health  Clinic,  Watling  Street,  Llan- 
rwst  on  the  second  and  fourth  Tuesday  mornings  in  each  month  and  cases 
referred  by  the  patient’s  own  doctor,  or  from  the  routine  Clinic,  are  seen 
by  the  Consultant  who  attends  the  Clinic  on  alternate  Thursday  afternoons. 

The  attendances  at  these  Clinics  during  the  year  were  as  follows  : — 


1st  Visits 38 

Re-Visits 62 

Post-Natal 13 

Total 113 


Patients  from  the  urban  district  also  attend  this  Clinic  and  are  included 
in  the  above  figures. 

A Clinic  is  also  held  at  the  Jerusalem  Chapel  Schoolroom,  Cerrig-y- 
Drudion,  on  the  first  Friday  morning  each  month.  No  one  attended  this 
Clinic  for  examination  during  the  year. 

INFANT  WELFARE  CLINICS  : 

Mothers  take  their  babies  to  one  of  the  five  Clinics  which  serve  the 
area  and  the  attendance  at  these  Clinics  during  the  year  (including  babies 
from  Llanrwst  Urban  District  and  Aled  Rural  District)  were  as  follows  : — 


1st  Visits 

Re-visits 

Total 

Clinics  held 

Llanrwst 

95 

1520 

1615 

Every  Tuesday  afternoon 

Llangernyw  ...  . 

..  23 

139 

162 

Last  Thursday  afternoon 
each  month. 

Cerrigydrudion  . 

...  11 

46 

57 

First  Friday  morning  in 
each  month. 

Gian  Conway  ...  . 

..  29 

568 

597 

Every  fortnight  on  Mon- 
day afternoons. 

Llansannan  ...  . 

15 

— 

15 

Every  second  Thursday 
each  month. 

The  Clinic  at  Llansannan  was  opened  in  December,  and  the  figures 
include  babies  from  Hiraethog  Rural  District  and  Aled  Rural  District. 

Welfare  Foods  are  distributed  during  these  Clinic  sessions  and  every 
Friday  afternoon  at  Llanrwst  Clinic.  Various  depots  are  open  in  the 
villages  for  this  purpose  and  are  a great  help  to  mothers  who  are  unable 
to  get  to  the  Clinic  Centres. 
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'RANSPORT  TO  CLINICS 


Transport  has  been  arranged  to  take  mothers  and  babies  from  certain 
areas  to  the  Infant  Welfare  Clinics.  The  number  of  mothers  and  babies 
who  took  advantage  of  this  service  during  the  year  was  as  follows  — 


No.  of  No.  of 
mothers  babies 

From  Llansannan  to  Llangernyw  ...  74  94 

From  Eglwysbach  to  Gian  Conway  18  19 


From  Nebo  and  Capel  Garmon  to  Committee  approval  has  been 
Llanrwst obtained  for  the  operation  of  this  ser- 

vice but  owing  to  the  icy  condition 
of  the  roads,  no  use  was  made  of  it. 


NURSING  SERVICES  : 


Number  of  Home  Helps  3 

Number  of  Health  Visitors 2 

Number  of  Tuberculosis  Health  Visitors 1 

Number  of  District  Nurses 4 


CARE  OF  THE  AGED  : 

Action  under  Section  47  of  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  was 
taken  in  the  case  of  one  aged  person  who  was  infirm  and  living  alone  in  an 
isolated  and  very  dilapidated  house,  and  the  Council  applied  to  the  Court 
for  an  Order  to  place  her  at  Rhyddfan,  Ruthin,  in  1951.  Applications  have 
been  made  every  three  months  for  the  extension  of  this  Order  and  this  has 
been  granted  on  each  occasion.  Nothing  has  been  done  to  repair  the  house 
and  the  aged  lady  concerned  refuses  to  live  anywhere  else  and  there  has 
been  no  alternative  but  to  detain  her  at  the  Establishment. 

Several  cases  of  aged  persons  living  alone  have  been  brought  to  my 
notice.  In  each  case  these  have  been  visited  on  several  occasions  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  and  myself,  and  together  with  the  assistance  of  the 
Health  Visitor,  it  has  been  possible  to  keep  them  at  home.  The  Health 
Visitor  has  been  most  helpful  in  arranging  for  home  helps  to  visit  these 
people  to  clean  the  houses,  do  the  shopping,  and  do  some  cooking.  She 
visits  them  regularly,  encouraging  them  to  keep  themselves  clean  and  to 
be  properly  fed. 

CLEAN  FOOD  : 

Local  Authorities  have  been  hampered  in  the  past  in  their  fight  in  this 
direction  by  the  lack  of  adequate  legislation.  However,  as  from  1st 
January,  1956,  their  hands  are  consideragly  strengthened  by  the  coming 
into  operation  of  the  Fcod  and  Drugs  Act,  1954,  which  incorporates  the 
Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1955.  Central  Government  has  avoided  re- 
gistration of  food  premises  for  the  present,  but  the  1954  Act  does  allow 
extension  of  Section  16  (which  applies  to  the  registration  of  ice  cream 
premises)  to  be  extended  to  other  businesses.  Apart  from  this,  however,, 
provision  is  made  for  a court,  wherein  a caterer  is  proceeded  against  by  a 
Local  Authority  for  an  offence  against  the  Regulations,  to  disqualify  that 
person  for  a period  of  two  years  from  carrying  on  his  trade. 

Provision  is  also  made  for  the  Minister  to  have  power  to  make  Regula- 
tions in  respect  of  different  classes  of  businesses— probably  in  the  form  of 
“ Codes  of  Practice.” 

Whether  the  1955  Act  and  Regulations  will  be  stringent  enough  remains 
to  be  seen,  but  their  provisions  for  a constant  hot  water  supply,  separate 
washing-up  sinks  and  hand-washing  basins  for  first-aid  material  to  be 
Teadily  available,  restriction  on  tobacco,  carrying  and  wrapping  of  food  and 
cold  storage  of  certain  foods,  amongst  others,  are  a certain  step  in  the 
direction  which  has  been  pleaded  by  Sanitarians  for  years. 
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The  Council  would  be  advised  to  give  consideration  to  the  inspection 
and  report  of  every  food  premises  in  the  district,  in  the  light  of  the  Act  and 
Regulations,  and  to  judicially  consider  the  improvements  necessary,  and  to 
consider  as  to  whether  it  can  grant  a “ Certificate  of  Exemption  ” in  rela- 
tion to  dual  sinks,  water  supply  and  clothes  accommodation.  From  the 
beginning,  a high  standard  should  be  applicable,  not  only  to  private 
traders,  but  also  to  Local  Authorities,  especially  in  the  form  of  school 
canteens.  Certificates  should  be  granted  sparingly,  as  indicated  by  the 
Minister. 

This  step  forward  in  legislation  it  is  hoped,  will  also  stimulate  public 
interest  in  the  realisation  of  their  responsibilities  to  frequent  only  shops 
and  cafes  which  aim  at  a good  hygienic  standard,  and  above  all  to  complain 
and  refuse  an  article  if  it  is  not  properly  wrapped  or  the  handlers’  hands  or 
overalls  are  dirty  or  the  food  exposed  to  flies  and  dust.  It  is  essential  for 
the  country  dweller  to  become  equally  conscious  as  the  town  dweller  in  this 
respect,  especially  in  regard  to  salesman's  vans,  and  it  would  certainly 
help  if  they  would  report  to  the  Council  any  facts  which  should  be 
investigated. 

Food  poisoning  is  on  the  increase,  and  last  year  claimed  12,717  notified 
victims  besides  thousands  of  others  ; legislation,  however  good,  cannot  suc- 
ceed without  the  public  being  fully  educated  in  food  handling. 

Practically  all  food-handling  premises  were  inspected  in  the  area  during 
the  year.  Improvement  is  apparent,  but  a great  deal  is  yet  to  be  done  ; 
improvements  are  often  hampered  by  the  unsuitability  of  the  premises  and 
often  lack  of  suitable  water  supply,  but  these  are  things  which  can  now 


be  dealt  with  under  the  1955  Regulations. 

No.  cafes  and  hotels  serving  food  in  the  district 24 

No.  food  retail  shops 39 

SHOPS  : 

No.  in  district 39 

No.  of  inspections 131 

No.  Notices  served 20 


The  majority  of  shops  in  the  district  comprise  combined  shops  and 
dwelling  houses,  there  being  very  few  of  the  larger  shops.  Notices  for  lack 
of  cleanliness  and  improvement  were  served  in  a few  cases. 

There  are  five  butchers’  shops  in  the  area,  and  they  are  improving  in 
their  standard.  Four  of  the  premises  are  registered  for  the  manufacture  of 
sausages. 

FRIED  FISH  SHOPS  : 

Only  one  such  premises  has  been  carrying  on  this  trade  in  this  district, 
but  towards  the  end  of  the  year  this  shop  also  closed  down. 


BAKEHOUSES  : 

No.  in  district 3 

No.  inspections  made 11 

No.  notices  served Nil 


All  were  well  maintained  during  the  year  and  no  action  was  necessary. 
Certain  improvements  are,  however,  necessary  in  each. 

ICE  CREAM  : 

No  ice  cream  is  manufactured  in  the  district,  and  there  are  only  six 
registrations  for  the  sale  of  pre-packed  ice  cream.  Four  vehicles  from 
adjoining  areas  retail  ice  cream  during  the  summer,  and  each  is  checked 
upon. 
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UNSOUND  FOOD  SEIZED  DURING  THE  YEAR  : 

The  following  undermentioned  articles  were  seized  during  the  year  as 
being  unfit  for  human  consumption  : — 

4 x 1 lb.  3 oz.  tins  Cling  Peaches. 

4 x 4|  oz.  tins  Libby’s  Soup. 

6 x 1 lb.  3 oz.  tins  Apricot  Halves. 

7 x 1 lb.  16  oz.  tins  Apricot  Halves. 

3 x A1  tins  Fruit  Salad. 

1  x 14^  oz.  tin  Sliced  Apples. 

3 x 2 oz.  tins  Cherries. 

8 x 14  oz.  tins  Peas. 

3 x 1 lb.  4 oz.  tins  Pineapple  Chunks. 

3 lbs.  Beef  Chipolata  Sausages. 

1 doz.  Pork  Pies. 

1 doz.  Cornish  Pasties. 

1 x 1 lb.  Irish  Stew. 

1 x 2 lb.  Pot  Raspberry  Jam. 

6 x 1 lb.  4 oz.  tins  Grapefruit. 

7x8  oz.  tins  Luncheon  Meat. 

1 x 16  oz.  Raspberries. 

2 x 14^  oz.  Peeled  Tomatoes. 

1 x 1 lb.  3 oz.  tins  Peas. 

1 x 13  oz.  tins  Fruit  Salad. 

3 lbs.  Pork  Chipolata  Sausages. 

3 lbs.  Beef  Sausages. 

£ doz.  Steak  and  Kidney  Pies. 

4 lbs.  Special  Black  Pudding. 


LICENSED  PREMISES  : 

No.  in  district 12 

No.  of  inspections 41 

No.  of  Notices  served 5 


Some  improvements  were  again  secured  to  these  premises  as  regards 
glass-washing  facilities,  sanitary  conveniences  and  structural  improvements. 
Throughout,  close  co-operation  was  maintained  by  the  Council  with  the 
Licensing  Authorities  and  due  to  this,  one  licensee  allowed  his  licence  to 
lapse  rather  than  comply  with  the  requirements. 


SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS 
Carcases  and  Offal  Inspected  and  Condemned  in  whole  or  in 
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Two  samples  only  were  taken  for  Biological  Analysis  during  the  year. 
These  were  taken  specifically  during  Tuberculosis  investigations,  but  each 
sample  was  returned  as  negative.  No  Bacteriological  sample  was  taken, 
but  it  is  intended  to  concentrate  more  on  the  sampling  of  milk  and  ice 
creams  in  the  next  period. 


SCHOOLS : 

No.  of  Elementary  Schools 13 

No.  of  Modern  Secondary  Schools  1 

No.  of  Private  Schools 1 

No.  of  visits  made 61 

No.  of  Informal  Notices  served  Nil 

No.  of  Statutory  Notices  served Nil 


Some  improvements  have  been  apparent  to  the  schools,  since  the 
Council’s  report  on  them  being  made  to  the  Denbighshire  County  Council. 
The  improvements  carried  out  are  noted  below,  whilst  incorporated  also 
are  the  additional  requirements  which  will  be  necessary  due  to  the  coming 
into  operation  of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1955. 

EGLWYSBACH  C.P.  SCHOOL  : 

School  : The  whole  school  has  been  decorated  both  internally  and 
externally,  and  new  free  standing  stove  provided  in  the  infants’ 
department.  Plans  have  been  drawn  out  for  the  provision  of  a 
sanitary  annexe  to  the  school.  Three  wash  hand  basins  with  cold 
water  supply  over  have  been  provided  in  the  cloakroom. 

Canteen  : This  is  entirely  unsatisfactory,  still  being  carried  on  in  a 
kitchen  of  the  caretaker’s  house  of  the  Aberconway  Institute.  The 
head-room  is  low  with  light  and  ventilation  poor,  whilst  the  room 
itself  is  too  restricted  to  allow  good  hygienic  practice  being 
observed.  Whilst  a new  refrigerator  has  been  provided  since  the 
last  inspection,  there  is  inadequate  storage  accommodation,  and,  in 
fact,  some  food  has  to  be  kept  in  tins  on  the  floor. 

No  clothes  locker  or  wash  hand  basin  is  provided  for  the  staff.  The 
walls,  whilst  well  decorated  are  rough  with  the  ceiling  open-joisted 
with  the  underside  of  the  floor-boards  to  the  room  above  apparent. 
The  room  also  contains  clothes  washing  boiler  for  the  caretaker's 
use,  and  hot  water  is  provided.  The  staff  are  exemplary 
in  their  cleanliness  otherwise  the  conditions  would  be  impossible. 
Also,  since  the  time  of  last  inspection,  the  drainage  has  been  con- 
nected to  the  main  sewer,  with  a grease  trap  provided  for  the 
waste  water  drains,  and  a water  closet  for  the  caretaker  and  staff 
canteen  use.  With  regard  to  the  latter,  a Notice  is  required 
regarding  hand  washing. 

LLANGERNYW  CONTROLLED  SCHOOL  : 

School  : No  change.  The  sanitary  conveniences  still  remain  a source 
of  worry  and  are  unhygienic  despite  the  fact  that  water  closets  are 
provided. 

Canteen  : Refrigerator  provided  together  with  hot  water  system  work- 
ing from  kitchen  stove.  Hot  water  tap  provided  above  sink. 
Having  regard  to  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  the  following  are 
required  : — 

1.  Notice  required  indicating  that  the  staff  should  wash  their 
hands  after  using  lavatory  accommodation. 

2.  Clothes  locker  provided  to  keep  staff  clothing. 

3.  Wash  hand  basin  required  for  staff  to  wash  hands,  together 
with  nail  brush,  soap  and  towel. 


4.  The  walls  and  ceilings  require  improving  and  decorating. 

The  drainage  disposal  is  still  exceptionally  bad,  in  that  it  dis- 
charges directly  into  the  stream  about  5-ft./6-ft.  from  entrance 
door  to  canteen  kitchen.  Equally,  the  closet  accommodation  is 
entirely  unsatisfactory  in  that  it  consists  only  of  the  chemical  closet 
which  serves  the  village  hall. 

GWYTHERIN  C.P.  SCHOOL  : 

School  : School  buildings  as  indicated  in  the  last  report  are  well  main- 
tained with  the  new  sanitary  annexe  functioning  satisfactorily. 
School -yard  re-surfaced. 

Canteen  : New  stove  provided  complete  with  back  boiler  and  hot 
water  system  with  hot  water  tap  over  sink.  The  open-joisted 
ceilings  have  been  covered  and  plastered  over. 

Having  regard  to  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  the  following 
are  still  required  : 

1.  Hand  washing  basin  for  use  of  staff,  together  with  nail  brush 
soap  and  towel. 

2.  Proper  clothes  locker  for  staff  use. 

3.  Provision  for  First-aid  equipment  with  waterproof  dressings. 

4.  The  walls  and  ceiling  require  to  be  suitably  decorated. 

As  far  as  closet  facilities  are  concerned,  the  canteen  staff  use  the 
school,  staff  lavatories  and  a Notice  is  required  therein  regarding 
washing  of  hands. 

TY’N-Y-FELIN  : 

School  : No  change. 

Canteen  : New  refrigerator  provided,  together  with  hot  water  system 
with  hot  water  tap  over  sink.  Having  regard  to  the  Food  Hygiene 
Regulations,  the  following  are  required  : — 

1.  Wash  hand  basin,  together  with  towel,  soap  and  nail  brush. 

2.  Clothes  locker  supplied  for  staff  use. 

3.  Notices  are  required  regarding  the  washing  of  hands  after  using 
closet.  (In  this  respect  the  school  staff  toilet  is  used.) 

NEBO  C.P.  SCHOOL  : 

School  : Rear  wooden  annexe  has  been  added  to  the  school  with  access 
from  the  one  existing  cloakroom  ; also  in  course  of  erection  is  a 
brick-built  annexe  directly  to  the  rear,  which  will  house  cloak- 
room facilities  together  with  wash  basins,  etc.  The  whole  school 
has  been  re-decorated. 

Canteen  : Wooden  structure  which  was  in  course  of  erection  at  time 
of  last  inspection  has  been  completed,  together  with  Belfast  sink 
therein,  with  cold  water  from  the  Council's  main  and  hot  water 
via  calor  gas  heater.  A small  septic  tank  installation  was  con- 
structed to  take  the  drainage  from  this  small  washing-up  place, 
but  now  is  being  demolished  so  as  to  take  a larger  septic  tank  to 
take  the  drainage  from  the  school  closets  which  are  in  the  course 
of  being  converted  from  pail  closets. 

Unless  the  Council  feel,  under  the  new  Regulations,  that  a Certifi- 
cate of  Exemption  can  be  given  a wash  hand  basin  for  the  persons 
washing  up  in  the  above  mentioned  structure  and  a clothes  locker 
are  required. 

CARMEL  C.P.  SCHOOL  : 

School  : A new  free  standing  stove  has  been  provided,  whilst  drinking 
water  is  now  brought  up  in  special  containers  from  Llanrwst, 
thereby  eliminating  the  use  of  the  local  well.  The  closets  and 
urinal  at  this  school  still  remain  a source  of  worry  and  are  most 
unhygienic. 
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CAPEL  GARMON  C.P.  SCHOOL  : 

School  : A free  standing  stove  has  now  been  provided  for  each  class- 
room and  are  relatively  satisfactory.  In  addition  two  wash  hand 
basins  have  been  provided  in  the  cloakroom,  but  no  constant  water 
supply  is  available.  The  school  has  also  been  provided  with  drains 
and  septic  tank.  Elsan  closets  are  still  used,  but  provision  is  made 
for  immediate  conversion  as  soon  as  a constant  water  supply  is 
available. 

Canteen  : Having  regard  to  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  a wash 
hand  basin  together  with  hot  and  cold  water  is  necessary  unless  the 
Council  grant  a Certificate  of  Exemption.  Required  also  is  a 
clothes  locker  and  refrigerator,  whilst  the  room  should  be  re- 
decorated. Notice  also  required  in  staff  lavatory  regarding 
washing  of  hands. 

PANDY  TUDUR  SCHOOL : 

School  : No  change,  except  that  the  school  has  been  provided  with  a 
mains  water  supply  in  lieu  of  the  previous  approved  supply.  Plans 
have  been  submitted  for  the  conversion  of  the  existing  closets  to 
the  water  carriage  system. 

Canteen  : Refrigerator  provided.  Having  regard  to  the  Food  Hygiene 
Regulations,  the  following  should  be  insisted  upon  : — 

1.  Hand  wash  basin  with  hot  and  cold  water,  towel,  soap  and 
nail  brush. 

2.  Clothes  locker. 

The  present  earth  closet  system  with  disposal  to  earth  in  a pit  is 
obviously  unsatisfactory  due  to  its  close  proximity  to  canteen.  One 
Elsan  closet  is  used  by  staff,  and  a Notice  regarding  the  washing 
of  hands  is  required. 

LLANDDOGET  SCHOOL  : 

School  : The  whole  yard  has  been  re-surfaced  and  is  now  in  an  excel- 
lent condition,  whilst  certain  improvements  have  been  carried  out 
to  the  boys'  urinal.  The  condition,  however  of  the  boys  and  girls 
closets  gives  rise  to  some  concern — these,  whilst  consisting  of  chemi_ 
cal  closets,  are  unsatisfactory.  It  is  understood  that  the  whole 
school  is  to  be  decorated  shortly  whilst  a new  wood-boarded  floor 
is  to  be  provided  in  the  infants’  classroom  together  with  new 
external  door  and  other  improvements.  Central  heating  has  been 
provided.  The  old  disused  fireplace  to  one  classroom  is  to  be 
bricked  up.  A certain  amount  of  dampness  still  appears  to  the 
rear  walls  of  the  school  which  is  built  to  earth,  and  it  is  suggested 
that  a trench  should  be  excavated  to  remedy  this,  and  also  to  the 
right  gable. 

Canteen  : A refrigerator  has  recently  been  provided  and  it  is  expected 
that  the  canteen  will  be  shortly  wired  for  electricity  so  that  this 
refrigerator  may  come  into  operation.  Under  the  Food  Hygiene 
Regulations  the  following  should  be  seen  to  : — 

1.  That  the  Committee  room  and  canteen  be  re-decorated  as  it  is 
at  present  in  a very  dirty  condition. 

2.  That  the  existing  wooden  draining  board  be  removed  and 
replaced. 

3.  That  the  wood  casing  to  the  semi-rotary  pump  in  kitchen, 
which  is  perished  and  rotted,  be  renewed. 

4.  That  a hand  washing  sink  be  provided. 

5.  That  a clothes  locker  should  be  provided  for  the  use  of  the 
staff. 

6.  That  the  present  First-aid  box  should  be  supplied  with  water- 
proof dressings  and  other  equipment. 
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7.  To  the  above-mentioned  hand  washing  sink  a proper  supply  of 
a nail  brush,  soap  and  towel  should  be  provided. 

8.  Some  improvement  should  be  made  from  the  existing  sink  so 
as  to  make  the  sink  waste  discharge  directly  to  gully  in  open 
air  instead  of  present  back  inlet  gully  under  the  sink. 

PENTREVOELAS  SCHOOL  : 

School  : No  change. 

Canteen  : The  old  wood-boarded  hollow  floor  has  been  taken  up,  filled 
in,  and  finished  with  thermoplastic  tiles. 

The  whole  has  been  re-decorated  whilst  improvements  have  been 
effected  to  the  drainage  by  the  provision  of  a grease  trap.  A 
new  stove  has  also  been  provided.  Having  regard  to  the  Food 
Hygiene  Regulations  the  following  are  required  : — 

1.  Provision  of  First-aid  box  with  necessary  equipment. 

2.  Hand  washing  basin. 

3.  Provision  of  clothes  locker. 

4.  Also  required  is  a new  supply  tank  to  the  hot  water  system 
as  it  is  badly  corroded. 

CERRIGYDRUDION  SCHOOL  : 

School  (Upper  Building)  : 

1.  New  windows  have  been  fixed  and  provide  a considerable  im- 
provement both  in  light  and  ventilation. 

2.  The  school  yard  has  been  entirely  re-surfaced  with  certain  im- 
provement works  to  the  access  whilst  the  pavement  immedi- 
ately bordering  the  school  has  been  re-surfaced. 

3.  Two  new  hand  washing  basins  have  been  placed  in  cloakroom. 

Lower  School  : 

1.  New  windows  have  been  placed  in  the  larger  classroom  with 
considerable  improvement  to  light  and  ventilation. 

2.  Certain  defective  wall  plaster  has  been  repaired,  whilst  cup- 
boards previously  affected  by  dry  rot  have  been  stripped.. 

3.  Two  new  wash  hand  basins  have  been  provided  in  the  canteen. 
Attention  is  urgently  required  regarding  the  lack  of  proper  water 
pressure  to  the  upper  and  lower  school  due  to  corroded  services. 
Whilst  the  ventilation  to  the  small  classroom  of  the  lower  school 
must  have  attention,  it  is  suggested  that  some  provision  should 
be  made  for  the  bottom  part  of  the  existing  window  be  open 
instead  of  the  upper  part  as  existing. 

Canteen  : Since  last  inspection  the  whole  has  been  painted  and  decora- 
ted. Whilst  a new  cooking  stove  has  been  provided,  the  premises 
are  not  by  any  means  ideal  and  some  other  provision  is  required. 
The  following  will  be  required  under  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations- 

1.  Wash  hand  basin  provided. 

2.  Clothes  locker  provided. 

3.  Effect  repairs  to  the  existing  water  closet.  (This  belongs 
to  the  school  house.) 

4.  New  supply  tank  to  the  hot  water  system  as  present  is  badly 
corroded. 

DINMAEL  SCHOOL  : 

School  : No  change,  but  to  be  connected  to  Council’s  water  main  in 
near  future. 

Canteen  : Since  last  inspection  the  canteen  has  been  painted  and  a 
refrigerator  provided  ; however  required  under  the  Food  Hygiene 
Regulations  will  be  : — 

1.  Hand  washing  basin. 
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2.  Provision  of  constant  hot  water  in  lieu  of  the  existing  calor 
gas  wash  boiler. 

3.  Provision  of  clothes  locker. 

4.  Provision  of  First-aid  box. 

Also  required  is  some  better  form  of  ventilation  to  canteen,  as 
frequently  the  windows  cannot  be  opened  as  it  causes  a through 
draught. 

PENTRELLYNCYMER  SCHOOL  : 

School  : No  change. 

Canteen  : As  stated  before,  the  facilities  at  the  canteen  are  very  poor 
but  as  there  are  only  nine  children  on  the  books,  it  is  difficult  to 
know  what  to  suggest  with  regard  to  clothes  lockers,  hand  washing 
facilities,  etc. 

LLANGWM  SCHOOL  : 

School  : The  Sanitary  annexe  to  the  rear  has  been  completed,  whilst 
the  school  has  been  re-decorated  with  certain  work  of  repair  car- 
ried out  to  chimney  stack  and  doors. 

Canteen  : Since  last  inspection  a refrigerator  has  been  provided  to- 
gether with  provision  of  constant  hot  water  services,  whilst  the 
premises  have  been  re-decorated. 

As  stated  previously  the  kitchen  is  much  too  small  and  there  is 
restricted  light  and  ventilation.  Required  under  the  Food  Hygiene 
Regulations,  1955,  will  be  : — 

1.  Hand  wash  basin. 

2 . Locker. 

With  these  two,  however  the  space  is  so  restricted  that  it  is  diffi- 
cult to  know  how  to  proceed.  The  canteen  staff  rely  on  the 
lavatory  accommodation  to  the  school  house. 

RODENT  CONTROL : 

The  arrangement  for  the  employment  of  a whole-time  operator  shared 
on  a half-time  basis  with  Nant  Conway  R.D.C.,  functioned  satisfactorily 
during  the  year. 

Heavy  infestations  are  gradually  becoming  rare,  and  it  is  increasingly 
apparent  that  the  general  public  are  realising  the  losses  which  can  be  occa- 
sioned by  rats  in  large  numbers,  apart  from  the  realisation  of  their  obliga- 
tions under  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949,  which  is  a natural 
outcome  of  periodic  inspections.  Rodent  Control  measures  must  neces- 
sarily be  by  repetitive  inspection,  and  whilst  outwardly  it  only  appears  to 
play  a small  part  in  the  routine  work  of  a Local  Authority,  its  importance 
in  the  prevention  of  disease  must  not  be  forgotten.  Rats  are  a menace,  not 
only  to  the  destruction  and  soiling  of  food  (estimated  at  £1  per  rat  per 
annum) , but  also  from  the  dangers  of  ill-health,  through  the  various 
diseases  they  can  carry,  e.g.,  Fowl  Dysentry,  Food  Poisoning,  Weil’s 
Disease,  Rat  Bite  Fever,  Swine  Fever,  Fowl  Pest,  Foot  and  Mouth  Disease. 

The  fact  that  the  last  three  diseases  can  be  spread  by  rats  should  make 
the  agricultural  population  especially  anxious  to  eradicate  rats. 

The  following  is  a tabulated  indication  of  the  work  carried  out  under 
the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pest  Act,  1949,  during  the  year  : — 
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10.  Number  of  “ Block  ” control  schemes  carried  out  . 
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REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL  : 

Collection  : Once  per  fortnight  (with  exceptions) . 


Premises  from  which  refuse  removed 630 

Loads  removed  566 

Total  Cost £1,313/4/3 

Cost  per  load  removed  t £2/6/5  (approx.) 

Total  Mileage  (2  lorries)  7,710 

No.  of  vehicles  used  2 

Men  employed 4 

Mileage  per  gallon  (average  of  2 lorries)  9.4 


For  collection  purposes  the  district  is  divided  into  two  parts  each 
being  collected  in  alternate  weeks  so  as  to  have  one  lorry  and  two  men  free 
for  other  work  on  sewerage,  water  supply,  etc. 

Tips  are  situated  at  Capel  Garmon,  Pentrevoelas,  Cerrigydrudion,  Hafod 
(Betws-y-Coed) , Llanddoget,  and  Pandy  Tudur  (Llansannan  Road) . Tip- 
ping is  carried  out  as  far  as  possible  in  adherence  with  the  rules  for  con- 
trolled tipping,  and  each  tip  is  periodically  baited  and  kept  free  of  rodent 
infestation.  Night  soil  is  collected  fortnightly  in  the  village  of  Capel 
Garmon  and  Nebo. 

HOUSING  : 

Eight  Council  houses  were  completed  during  the  year  at  Capel  Garmon 
whilst  four  houses  and  two  bungalows  reached  an  advanced  stage  of  con- 
struction at  Meiin-y-Coed  ; negotiations  for  the  erection  of  a further  six 
houses  at  Eglwysbach  were  completed,  and  the  work  should  be  commenced 
early  in  1956.  It  is  hoped  during  the  next  year  that  ten  houses  will  be 
erected  at  Cerrigydrudion.  Two  houses  only  were  built  by  private  enterprise. 

In  common  with  other  Authorities,  the  Council  is  feeling  the  effects  of 
the  recent  increases  in  loan  charges  with  its  consequent  reflection  in  in- 
creased rents — even  if  the  Council  continues  in  its  policy  of  subsidising  the 
rents  from  the  General  Rate  Fund,  rents  of  about  25/-  to  30/-  a week  are 
apparent.  As  the  economy  of  the  district  is  practically  confined  to  agricul- 
ture and  forestry,  average  weekly  earnings  barely  total  £7,  and  in  these 
days  of  inflated  prices  one  is  left  to  wonder  how  an  average-sized  family 
of  say  two  children  can  be  reared  in  a Council  house,  with  such  a high 
rent.  The  future  policy  of  the  Council  remains  to  be  seen  ; either  they 
may  subsidise  rents  further,  increase  rents  of  the  older  houses  to  even  the 
load,  or  even  curtail  further  building.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  every  avenue 
will  be  explored  before  the  latter  step  is  taken,  as  the  Housing  Survey 
mentioned  hereafter  has  shown  the  dire  condition  of  the  houses  in  the  dis- 
trict. Housing  is  the  most  serious  of  the  Council’s  problems,  and  must 
be  solved  ; as  we  live  in  an  age  of  Grants,  we  must  at  least  hope  that  some 
Ministerial  Grant  will  be  forthcoming,  giving  special  preference  to  hard-hit 
rural  areas. 

During  the  year,  the  Council  undertook  a comprehensive  Survey  of  all 
houses  in  the  area  and  figures  are  shown  hereunder.  General  Clearance  will 
be  necessary,  especially  in  the  villages  of  Cerrigydrudion,  Yspyty  Ifan  and 
Capel  Garmon. 


HOUSING  SURVEY  STATISTICS  (Provisional)  : 


Properties  inspected  1,54S 

Population  according  to  Survey  total 4,303 

Persons  per  house 2.8 


WATER  SUPPLY  : 


Mains  Supply  internal  on  premises 362 

Mains  Supply  external  on  premises 24 

Mains  Supply  communal  standpipe 81 

Own  piped  supply  internal 430 

Own  piped  supply  external ...  51 

Carried  from  wells  and  brings 553 

River  water  only 17 

Private  supply  communal  standpipe 16 

No  water  supply  3 

Piped  hot  water  supply  413 


SANITATION  : 

No.  of  premises  using  communal  W.C.  (Mains)  33 

No.  of  premises  using  communal  P.C 19 

Main  Sewer 132 

Septic  Tank 278 

Earth  and  Pail  Closets 609 

Privy  Vaults 273 

Closets  over  stream 25 

Chemical  Closets 154 

Absence  of  Closet  accommodation  17 

Sinks 901 

Baths 338 

Food  Store  (Larder)  375 

Dairy  attached  to  house ...  324 


ELECTRICITY  AND  OTHER  : 

Mains 305 

Own  Supply  ...  164 

Calor  Gas 151 


CATEGORIES  : 

1.  Satisfactory,  fit  in  all  respects 411 

2.  Defective,  requiring  action  under  Public  Health  Act,  or  Section  9, 

Housing  Act  1936  732 

3.  Requiring  repair,  structural  alteration  Or  improvement  of  a more 
extensive  nature,  possibly  action  under  Section  9,  Housing  Act, 

but  probably  preferable  under  Section  11 171 

4.  Extreme  disrepair  and  suggested  for  demolition  either  individually 

or  collectively  as  Clearance  Areas  229 


As  required  under  Section  1,  Housing  Repairs  and  Rent  Act,  1954, 
the  Council  submitted  the  following  provisional  proposals  to  the  Ministry 
and  estimated  that  at  least  10  years  would  be  required  to  solve  the  problem. 

ORDERS  ALREADY  MADE,  ETC.  : 


(a)  No.  of  houses  in  Clearance  Areas  and  already  covered  by  operative 

Clearance  or  compulsory  purchase  orders  or  owned  by  Local 
Authority ' 12 

(b)  No.  of  houses  already  in  Clearance  Areas  and  for  which  clear- 

ance  or  compulsory  purchase  orders  have  been  submitted  to  the 
Minister  but  have  not  yet  become  operative Nil 


Action  in  first  five  years  : 


(c)  No.  of  houses  which  are  already  in  Clearance  Areas  and  for  which 
clearance  and  compulsory  purchase  orders  are  to  be  made  or 
which  are  to  be  purchased  by  agreement  within  the  five  years  Nil 

(d)  No.  of  houses  which  are  to  be  included  in  Clearance  Areas  still 
to  be  declared  and  which  within  five  years  will  be  owned  by  the 
Local  Authority  or  will  have  been  included  in  a Clearance  Area  or 


compulsory  purchase  order  submitted  to  the  Minister 59 

(e)  No.  of  houses  under  1-4  to  be  patched  and  retained  for  temporary 

accommodation Nil 

(f)  No.  of  houses  under  1-4  to  be  demolished  in  the  five  years 71 


(g)  No.  of  houses  (including  those  already  comprised  in  operative 
demolition  orders)  to  be  demolished  in  the  five  years  as  a result 
of  action  under  Section  11,  Housing  Act,  1936  54 

The  figures  speak  for  themselves  and  tie  up  with  former  paragraphs 
in  the  urgent  need  for  new  houses.  Some  of  the  houses  are  unbelievably 
bad  e.g.,  one  house  surveyed  was  an  old  Celtic  cottage  with  disused  grog 
loft  and  of  back-to-back  type  of  two  rooms  only — living  room  and  bed- 
room. It  was  in  a complete  state  of  disrepair  with  very  small  postage-stamp 
sized  fixed  windows,  very  defective  slabbed  floors  laid  directly  on  earth, 
and  with  complete  lack  of  facilities  for  preparation  and  storage  of  food,  all 
domestic  chores  having  to  be  carried  out  in  the  living  room,  in  which  was 
a defective  open  range  for  cooking  the  food.  In  this  house  lived  a man 
and  wife,  with  a boy  of  14  years  and  a girl  of  12  years,  all  sleeping  in  the 
one  bedroom,  which  measured  only  14-ft.  x 8-ft.  and  6-ft.  6-in.  headroom 
only.  The  premises  lacked  entire  drainage  facilities — even  that  of  sanitary 
accommodation.  Whilst  this  may  be  one  of  the  worst,  such  sanitary  defects 
as  low  headrooms,  restricted  window  areas,  dampness  and  general  structural 
defects  in  the  outer  and  inner  fabrics  are  common,  whilst  many  are  depen- 
ent  on  intermittent  open  well  and  spring  supplies  with  often  lack  of 
drainage  facilities. 

The  Council  is  proposing  vigorous  steps  and  is  co-operating  fully  with 
the  A.E.C.  in  regard  to  unfit  farmhouses.  Many  of  the  latter  can  benefit 
from  Hill  Farming  Grants,  but  the  main  headache  lies  in  those  which 
cannot  benefit  from  such  grants,  and  where  a new  house  is  essential,  the 
cost  of  a new  house  will  often  make  the  farm  uneconomical  as  a unit.  The 
problem  is  especially  acute  with  small  holdings. 

In  the  following  pages  are  the  provisional  Survey  Statistics  relating 
to  each  Parish.  In  due  course  all  these  will  be  considered  by  various  parish 
committees  consisting  of  the  District  Councillors.  At  these  meetings  will 
be  representatives  of  the  Denbighshire  Agricultural  Committee  to  consider 
the  condition  of  the  farmhouses. 

Each  will  be  thoroughly  considered  and  the  classifications  confirmed  or 
otherwise.  These  classifications  with  recommendations  for  appropriate 
action  will  then  be  placed  before  the  Council  for  approval. 

Some  meetings  have  already  taken  place,  and  the  co-operation  of 
Agricultural  Executive  Committee  representatives  is  to  be  really  appreciated 
and  is  of  great  benefit. 

Close  co-operation  is  also  maintained  where  the  Agricultural  Executive 
Committee  Authorities  intend  to  make  Hill  Farming  and  Livestock  Rearing 
Schemes.  In  these  cases  the  Sanitary  Inspector  is  requested  by  the  A.E.C. 
to  visit  to  see  as  to  whether  the  proposed  grant-aided  work  on  the  house  will 
enable  it  to  be  placed  on  a level  comparable  to  desired  standard  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1949/54. 


HOUSING  SURVEY  OF  PARISHES 


Eglwysbach 

Llangernyw 

Llanrwst 

Rural 

Llanddoget 

Gwytherin 

Cerrigydrudion 

Llanfihangel 

G.M. 

Tir  Ifan 

Pentrevoelas 

Llangwm 

Properties  inspected 

235 

203 

306 

66 

239 

89 

43 

124 

176 

Populaion  according  to  Survey 
Total  

635 

539 

770 

189 

63  j 
190 

641 

276 

126 

368 

531 

Persons  per  house 

2.7 

2.7 

2.2 

2.9 

3.0 

2.07 

3.1 

2.9 

2.9 

3.01 

WATER  SUPPLY  : 

Mains  Supply  (internal)  

116 

55 

20 

18 

93 

18 

11 

22 

9 

Mains  Supply  (external)  

5 

7 

5 

— 

— 

3 

1 

— 

3 

— 

Mains  Supply  (communal  stand- 

pipe)  

5 

6 

8 

6 

41 

3 

14 

4 

2 

Own  pipe  supplied  (internal)  ... 

48 

56 

125 

25 

13 

30 

18 

14 

20 

78 

Own  piped  supply  (external)  ... 

8 

5 

4 

4 

3 

5 

6 

— 

1 

14 

Carried  from  Wells  and  Springs 

52 

74 

135 

29 

26 

60 

41 

4 

64 

68 

River  water  only 

— 

— 

2 

— 

1 

7 

2 

— 

— 

5 

Communal  Estate  Pipe  Supply: 
Internal 

3 

External 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Private  Scheme  Standpipe 

1 

— 

6 

Private  Supply  Communal 
Supply 

6 

Piped  Hot  Water  Supply  

66 

56 

88 

13 

16 

70 

17 

13 

18 

56 

No  Water  Supply  

1 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— ! 

— 

SANITATION  : 

No.  of  Premises  using  Com- 
munal W.C.  (mains)  

7 

22 

4 

No.  of  Premises  using  Com- 
munal P.C 

-10 

7 

2 

Mains  Sewer 

50 

— 

9 



9 

51 

3 





10 

Septic  Tank 

38 

46 

75 

12 

7 

34 

8 

5 

19 

34 

Earth  and  Pail  Closets 

60 

77 

154 

31 

27 

70 

56 

25 

61 

49 

Privy  Vaults 

52 

34 

28 

9 

16 

42 

14 

— 

20 

58 

Do.  (communal)  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Closets  over  Stream 

— 

— 

5 

2 



3 

2 



11 

2 

Chemical  Closets  

31 

40 

12 

3 

7 

6 

5 

13 

14 



No  Closet  accommodation 

4 

6 

— 

1 





1 



1 



Sinks 

168 

111 

165 

37 

34 

131 

62 

25 

65 

103 

Baths 

51 

48 

81 

11 

14 

57 

13 

7 

18 

38 

Food  Store  (Larder)  

60 

35 

107 

18 

8 

43 

18 

10 

38 

38 

Dairy  attached  to  house 

33 

34 

45 

9 

25 

51 

35 

4 

23 

65 

ELECTRICITY  : 

Main 

100 

44 

39 

45 

11 

25 

41 

Own  Supply 

6 

33 

35 

— 

5 

36 

20 

3 

6 

20 

Calor  Gas 

2 

16 

45 

7 

2 

25 

14 

2 

18 

20 

CATEGORIES  : 

1 

80 

47 

90 

13 

11 

54 

21 

9 

28 

58 

2 

106 

97 

127 

35 

33 

104 

49 

17 

70 

94 

3 

23 

22 

27 

5 

10 

41 1 

12 1 

9I 

12 

10 

4 

1 26 

1 37 

1 61 

1 13 

1 9 

1 40 

1 7 

1 8 

1 14 

14 

5 

1 45 

28 

| 44 

1 io 

1 1° 

| 39 

1 I3 

9 

1 34 

27 

25 


CATEGORIES  : 

1.  Satisfactory,  fit  in  all  respects. 

2.  Defective,  requring  action  under  Public  Health  Act,  or  Section  9,  Housing 
Act,  1936. 

3.  Requiring  repair  structural  alteration  or  improvements  of  a more  extensive 
nature  than  2.  Possibly  action  under  Section  9 could  be  taken,  but  probably 
preferable  under  Section  11,  Housing  Act,  1936. 

4.  Extreme  disrepair,  and  suggested  for  demolition  either  individually  or  collec- 
tively as  Clearance  Areas. 

5.  Premises  to  which  Improvement  Grants  are  ideally  applicable. 

The  Council  have  fully  implemented  the  Housing  Act,  1954,  in  regard 
to  Improvement  Grants  : during  the  year  a sum  of  nearly  £1,300  was 
aproved  to  be  paid  out.  The  Council  are  also  willing  to  advance  money 
to  purchase  and  improve  houses. 

The  policy  of  the  Council  of  obtaining  undertakings  under  Section  11, 
Housing  Act,  1936,  in  respect  of  unfit  houses  which  become  vacant,  con- 
tinued during  the  year.  Many  of  these  houses  it  is  hoped  will  ultimately 
be  repaired  and  made  fit. 

During  the  year  also,  the  Council  co-operated  with  the  A.E.C.  in  hold- 
ing an  exhibition  stand  at  Cerrigydrudion  Agricultural  Show  to  demonstrate 
how  old  houses  could  be  improved  and  how  grants  could  be  obtained  in  this 
respect.  Despite  the  fact  that  the  Council  is  keen  to  approve  as  many 
cases  as  possible  for  improvement  grants,  the  demand  is  disappointing. 
Further  means  of  publicity  such  as  with  the  above  Show  will  have  to  be 
made  to  stimulate  interest. 
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SEWERAGE  DISPOSAL  AND  DRAINAGE  : 


No  new  schemes  were  completed  during  the  year,  but  it  is  expected 
that  the  joint  scheme  between  Nant  Conway  R.D.C.  and  Hiraethog  for 
the  village  of  Yspyty  If  an,  and  the  scheme  for  Pentrevoelas  village  will  be 
commenced  in  1956.  Further  schemes  which  are  in  an  advanced  stage  of 
preparation  are  Pandy  Tudur,  Nebo  and  Llangemyw.  With  the  latter 
scheme  the  Council  have  engaged  Consulting  Engineers  Messrs.  Richards  & 
Dumbleton,  Birmingham  and  Portmadoc. 


No.  visits  and  inspections 495 

No.  Informal  Notices  served 103 

No.  Statutory  Notices  served 3 

No.  houses  W.C.  installed 20 

No.  houses  waste  water  provided 23 

WATER  SUPPLY  : 


No.  visits  and  inspections 401 

Samples  taken  from  Public  Supplies 39 

Samples  taken  from  Private  Supplies 29 

Satisfactory 18 

New  connections  to  Council’s  Mains 16 

Approved  domestic  connections  from  private  sources  ...  20 


The  usual  shortage  of  water  was  felt  during  the  summer  months,  but 
despite  the  prolonged  dry  weather  it  was  not  as  severe  as  might  have  been 
expected.  Water  had  to  be  carried  to  Capel  Garmon,  Rhydlydan,  Llan- 
ddoget,  Tai  Cerrig  (Llangwm) , whilst  the  intake  to  the  reservoir  supplying 
Cerrigydrudion , Cefn  Brith  and  Glasfryn  had  to  be  implemented  by  economy 
measures.  Well  and  spring  supplies  to  various  farms  and  houses  were 
interrupted  for  periods. 

Still  no  progress  can  be  shown  for  the  Llyn  Conwy  Scheme  since  the 
Inquiry. 

NEW  WATER  SUPPLY  SCHEMES  : 

1.  Dinmael  and  Maerdy. 

This  Scheme  of  4,940  yards  is  a tapping  from  the  Edeyrnion  R.D.C./ 
Birkenhead  Supply,  and  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Consulting  Engineers,  Messrs. 
Howard  Humphreys  & Sons,  London,  and  was  commenced  during  the  latter 
part  of  the  year.  It  is  meant  to  supply  eight  farms,  one  shop,  one  hotel, 
forty  houses  and  one  school. 

2.  Llangemyw. 

An  emergency  scheme  by  pumping  water  from  a well  at  Hendre  Ddu 
to  implement  and  feed  the  existing  mains,  was  carried  out  during  the  year. 
This  scheme  allows  a further  four  premises  to  be  supplied  with  Mains  water 
and  probably  avoid  shortage  of  water  during  the  summer. 

3.  Rhydlydan. 

This  scheme  has  still  not  been  commenced  due  to  difficulties  regarding 
riparian  ownership,  and  various  demands  by  the  owner  of  the  land  on 
which  the  water  rises.  The  scheme  is  urgently  required,  and  it  is  hoped 
it  will  be  commenced  and  completed  in  1956. 

4.  Farm  Schemes. 

It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  12  farms  executed  their  own  water  supply 
schemes  during  the  year,  and  in  many  an  instance  it  is  the  first  step  by  the 
owners  in  bringing  their  houses  to  a fit  standard,  repairs  and  improvements 
often  following.  It  is  surprising  how  many  farm  premises  have  an  adequate 
supply  of  water  rising  on  their  own  land.  Even  where  this  is  not  apparent, 
boring  has  yielded  surprising  results. 

5.  Pentrellyncymer. 

310  yds.  of  2 ins.  a.c.  was  laid  here,  the  main  being  a connection  from 
the  Alwen/ Birkenhead  Scheme.  This  extension  was  laid  to  serve  one  farm 
and  three  houses. 

Proposals  are  also  afoot  to  make  a Mains  extension  from  the  Birken- 
head Mains  to  supply  a small  area  in  Llanfihangel  above  the  Crown  Hotel 
on  the  Ruthin  road. 


BACTERIOLOGICAL  ANALYSIS 
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In  parts  per  million  of  water.  CHEMICAL  ANALYSIS 
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Action  on  copper  in  24  hours  . 
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The  undermentioned  tabulates  the  number  and  nature  of  inspections 
carried  out  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  during  the  year  : — 

GENERAL  SUMMARY  : 

Complaints  received 131 

Nuisances  discovered 269 

Informal  Notices  served  317 

Statutory  Notices  served 28 

Informal  Notices  abated 291 

Statutory  Notices  abated 23 

SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS  : 

Visits  to  Fried  Fish  Shops 1 

,,  ,,  Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds 9 

, ,,  Factories  and  Workplaces 49 

,,  ,,  Bakehouses 11 

,,  ,,  Public  Conveniences 11 

, ,,  Licensed  Premises ...  ...  41 

Visits  re  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 271 

,,  ,,  Rats  and  Mice 131 

Visits  to  Schools 61 

,,  ,,  Butchers’  Shops 30 

,,  ,,  Other  Shops  and  Stalls 101 

,,  ,,  Sewerage  Works 33 

, ,,  Housing  Sites 29 

Visits  re  Water  Supply 401 

,,  ,,  Drainage 495 

,,  ,,  Housing  Inspections 1023 

,,  ,,  Infectious  Disease 31 

, ,,  Canteens 29 

Visits  to  Milk  Distributors 4 

Visits  re  Milk  Sampling ...  2 

Visits  to  Food  Preparing  Premises 361 

,,  ,,  Ice  Cream  Premises 29 

Miscellaneous  Visits 155 

Visits  re  Meat  Inspection 141 


Total 3,449 


